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128, July 2016 

Training contact South-East 
We are looking to identify a new Scrutineer Training Co-Ordinator for the South-East area, and we would appreciate if 
any Scrutineers interested in taking on this role contact us at technical@msauk.org. 
 
The Training Co-Ordinator does not necessarily take on the trainees in that area, but they are a first point of contact for a 
new trainee. The co-ordinator will then liaise with other local Scrutineers to find a team in which the new trainee can begin 
their training. This is a key role in assisting and encouraging new trainees, especially those who have no existing contacts 
within motorsport or scrutineering. 
 
Sporting Trials Eligibility Scrutineer 
We have identified a need for a specialist Eligibility Scrutineer to be appointed to the MSA British Sporting Car Trials 
Championship, it would be specifically advantageous for the Scrutineer to have knowledge of transmission/differentials. 
 
If you think that your experience and knowledge would suit this role, please drop us a brief note detailing your background 
in the discipline and experience of these vehicles, to technical@msauk.org, and we can discuss the appointment further 
with you. 
 
Vehicle Passports 
Many of you will now be familiar with the new Vehicle Passport system, replacing the old 
Competition Car Log Books. Since its introduction earlier in the year we have already issued 
in the region of 200 Vehicle Passports with a pleasingly high quality of applications being 
submitted – we have only had to send a handful of applications back to the Scrutineer for 
correction or further information. 
 
For those of you not yet familiar with the new system, all of the relevant information – 
including application form, guidance notes and payment form – can be found in the Car 
Technical Resource centre of the MSA website here. Remember that we are no longer able to 
supply blank Competition Car Log Books, so once you have used up any old stock of these 
you will need to utilise the new system. 
 
FHR guidance updated 
Following clarification from the FIA on acceptable helmet standards for use with FHRs, we have amended our standard 
compatibilities document (v2.0 downloadable here) to reflect that the Snell SAH2010 standard, can now be approved for 
use with FHR in compliance with FIA 8858-2010 for both National and International events, as confirmed in last month’s 
Bulletin. Helmets that are approved to FIA 8858-2010 can be found on FIA Technical List No.25, accessible here.  
 
Importantly, please note that this is in addition to MSA regulation (K)10.4 that approves the use of Snell SAH2010 with an 
FHR without the additional FIA 8858-2010 approval. So in summary for MSA National events all Snell SAH2010 helmets 
are recognised for use with FHR, with or without the FIA 8858-2010 approval. For FIA International events a Snell 
SAH2010 helmet must have the additional FIA 8858-2010 approval. 
 
HANS helmet labels 
The image on the right has been forwarded to us by a Scrutineer from a recent 
event. The label was presented as evidence of a Snell SA2005 helmet being 
approved as compatible with an FHR device. 
 
The label may well have been fitted by the manufacturer, an agent or anybody, 
we simply do not know! What we can say is that it is not acceptable in place of the 
correct FIA label. 
 
Remember that details of the required labels for FHR use are detailed on the 
MSA document published on our website, at the following link: 
https://www.msauk.org/assets/msastandardsforfhr.pdf.  

mailto:technical@msauk.org
mailto:technical@msauk.org
https://www.msauk.org/Resource-Centre/Technical-Car
https://www.msauk.org/assets/msastandardsforfhr.pdf
http://www.fia.com/regulation/category/761
https://www.msauk.org/assets/msastandardsforfhr.pdf
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FIA 8859-2015 
We have been made aware that some Scrutineers are questioning FIA 8859-2015 standard helmets, where there is no 
Snell label present. Although there are a number of helmets that do hold a dual certification with both FIA 8859-2015 and 
a Snell standard, this is not compulsory. FIA 8859-2015 is a stand-alone helmet standard and is accepted without any 
additional labels. Be careful as the FIA 8859-2015 label can easily be mistaken for the FIA 8858-2010 FHR use approval 
label which does need an accompanying Snell Label! Again the MSA published document on helmet standards should be 
useful to clarify: https://www.msauk.org/assets/msastandardsforfhr.pdf. 
 
“The 4 Hs” 
With alarming regularity we are receiving reports of competitors arriving in assembly areas and stage starts with their 
FHR devices incorrectly fitted, common issues being the incorrect securing of tethers and the seating of HANS devices 
on top of the harness shoulder straps. The Welsh Association of Motor Clubs has come with an easy to remember mantra 
– “the 4 Hs” – that is worth promoting to competitors in assembly areas and at stage starts: 
 

Hans on 
 

Helmet on, secured and tethered 
 

Harness on 
 

Harness over Hans 
 

 
Honda GX160 exhaust 
Please take note of the latest ABkC bulletin (no. 4) concerning the new-type exhaust 
used on the Honda GX160 engines. The full bulletin can be downloaded here, and 
clarifies the situation concerning fitment of tethers to the exhaust to prevent it from 
detaching from the kart in the event of a failure. 
 
It is important to note that there is a requirement for all exhausts in the Honda Cadet 
class to be modified by the manufacturer by 29 July 2016 at the latest. From 29 July 
2016, any exhaust that has not been correctly modified by the manufacturer in 
accordance with this bulletin will no longer remain eligible for use in the class. 
 
 

 

CIK dismountable front fairing blocks 
The images below depict a CIK dismountable front fairing block and were forwarded to us by a scrutineer who noticed 
that the rearmost part of the block – where the bumper bar sits when in the correct position – has been compressed, or in 
some other way modified, to recess it further. It is not clear whether in this case it has been done deliberately or is just 
worn through use (not thought to be likely), but it is suggested that such an alteration would result in a greater force being 
required to detach the block and thus offering some potential unfair advantage to that competitor. Keep your eyes open! 
Particularly when the block is unmounted from the kart, as when fitted this alteration would probably be quite hard to spot. 
 

  

https://www.msauk.org/assets/msastandardsforfhr.pdf
https://www.msauk.org/assets/abkc2016-4.pdf
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Kart bumpers and bodywork 
Some of you may have already picked up on the article published in the most recent MSA Extra newsletter concerning 
‘mix and match’ of bumper and bodywork components. The details are repeated here. 
 
A reminder that (U)17.1.3 requires, for Junior and Senior short-circuit karts, front and side bodywork bumper bars to be 
from the same homologation as their associated plastic fairing or sidepod. So for clarity, the plastic sidepod and the metal 
side bumper must both share a common CIK-homologation number, as must the plastic front fairing and metal front 
bumper bars (but that may be different to the sides). All elements must remain unmodified from their homologated 
specification at all times. 
 
The only exception is (U)17.1.3.1, which allows alternative bumpers – with a different CIK homologation number – to be 
used with a plastic front fairing or sidepod, but only where they are detailed on the MSA published list. This list is now 
available to download here; please note that this is a live list that may be updated at any time. If a non-matching 
combination of homologation numbers does not appear on this list, then it simply cannot be used. 
 
In addition to this, remember that – with all bodywork used in Junior and Senior short-circuit karting being CIK-FIA 
homologated – it must at all times remain unmodified. (U)17.1.2. is clear in stating that all of the bodywork components – 
as well as associated bumper bars and fixings – must conform to the relevant CIK-FIA homologation fiche at all times. 
There is an exception to this in the TKM class regulations whereby it is specifically permitted to include a hole in the 
sidepod for a starter (see C3.3.14 of MSA Kart Race Yearbook). 
 
Finally, as detailed in a number of recent Bulletins, the exemption to allow ‘unmarked’ central plastic blocks for use with 
the dismountable front fairing kit has now expired. So for clarity, only the correct CIK-FIA homologated central plastic 
block must be used, which includes the “1/CA/20” marking and the directional arrow, which must be pointing upwards. 
 
TKM updates 
Please note that there have been two updates to the TKM BT82 engine fiche, with immediate effect. The first concerns a 
new type clutch drum and the second a new material for carburettor and carburettor flange gaskets. There is an 
announcement on the Tal-Ko website (www.tal-ko.com) which explains the following: 
 

“The V clutch used for clutched and TAG versions of the engine has a revised 
clutch drum which has been modified to prevent leakage of chain lubricant into 
the clutch. The latest drum has no lightening holes but now has lightening 
recessed radial slots machined instead. Its weight is unchanged and there is no 
performance difference between the two. 
 
Meanwhile the gaskets used for the carburettor and carburettor flange are now 
coming from a new supplier with different markings and a superior material. Again 
there is no performance difference. 
 
In both cases the parts may be used on any age engine and will be introduced 
immediately because current stocks are exhausted.” 

 
The updated fiche – with both of these changes detailed on the last page – can be downloaded from the Kart Technical 
page of the MSA website at www.msauk.org/karttech. 
 

https://www.msauk.org/assets/bumpersbodyworkv1.pdf
http://www.tal-ko.com/
http://www.msauk.org/karttech

